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it is no longer news that the western world is in a crisis a crisis that has spread far beyond its point of origin and become global
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in nature in 1927 ren gu non responded to this crisis with the closest thing he ever wrote to a manifesto and call to action the
crisis of the modern world was his most direct and complete application of traditional metaphysical principles particularly that
of the age of darkness preceding the end of the present world to social criticism surpassed only by the reign of quantity and
the signs of the times his magnum opus in the present work gu non ruthlessly exposes the western deviation its loss of
tradition its exaltation of action over knowledge its rampant individualism and general social chaos his response to these
conditions was not activist however but purely intellectual envisioning the coming together of western intellectual leaders
capable under favorable circumstances of returning the west to its traditional roots most likely via the catholic church or under
less favorable ones of at least preserving the seeds of tradition for the time to come

in this landmark work rené guénon offers a penetrating diagnosis of the spiritual and intellectual disintegration at the heart of
modern western civilization the crisis of the modern world traces the roots of contemporary chaos to a fundamental rupture
with traditional metaphysical principles replaced by materialism relativism and the cult of progress guénon contrasts the
modern worldview with the timeless wisdom of traditional societies in which knowledge was rooted in the sacred and life was
oriented toward transcendent truth with clear eyed precision he exposes the illusions of modernity while pointing to the
perennial principles that can guide a genuine restoration of order both within the individual and the world provocative and
prophetic this book remains as relevant today as when it was first published the crisis of the modern world is essential reading
for anyone seeking to understand the deeper causes of today s global turmoil and the path beyond it

rené guénon 1886 1951 is undoubtedly one of the luminaries of the twentieth century whose critique of the modern world has
stood fast against the shifting sands of recent philosophies his oeuvre of 26 volumes is providential for the modern seeker
pointing ceaselessly to the perennial wisdom found in past cultures ranging from the shamanistic to the indian and chinese the
hellenic and judaic the christian and islamic and including also alchemy hermeticism and other esoteric currents at the same
time it directs the reader to the deepest level of religious praxis emphasizing the need for affiliation with a revealed tradition
even while acknowledging the final identity of all spiritual paths as they approach the summit of spiritual realization the
present volume first published in 1958 by guénon s friend and collaborator paul chacornac whose bookstore journal first called
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le voile d isis later changed to Etudes traditionnelles and publishing venture Editions traditionnelles were so instrumental in
furthering guénon s work was the first full length biography of this extraordinary man to appear and has served as the
foundation for the many later biographies that have appeared in french as well as the lone biography in english rené guénon
and the future of the west by robin waterfield its translation and publication in conjunction with the collected works of rené
guénon represents an important step in the effort to bring guénon s oeuvre before a wider public

in his explorations of the relations between the sacred and violence rené girard has hit upon the origin of culture the way
culture began the way it continues to organize itself the way communities of human beings structure themselves in a manner
that is different from that of other species on the planet like albert einstein sigmund freud Emile durkheim martin buber or
others who have changed the way we think in the humanities or in the human sciences girard has put forth a set of ideas that
have altered our perceptions of the world in which we function we will never be able to think the same way again about
mimetic desire about the scapegoat mechanism and about the role of jewish and christian scripture in explaining sacrifice
violence and the crises from which our culture has been born the contributions fall into roughly four areas of interpretive work
religion and religious study literary study the philosophy of social science and psychological studies the essays presented here
are offered as essays in the older french sense of attempts essayer or trials of ideas as indeed girard has tried out ideas with us
with a conscious echo of montaigne then this hommage volume is titled essays in friendship and in truth

today s highly fraught historical moment brings a resurgence of antisemitism antisemitic incidents of all kinds are on the rise
across the world including hate speech the spread of neo nazi graffiti and other forms of verbal and written threats the
defacement of synagogues and jewish cemeteries and acts of murderous terror contending with antisemitism in a rapidly
changing political climate is an edited collection of 18 essays that address antisemitism in its new and resurgent forms against
a backdrop of concerning political developments such as rising nationalism and illiberalism on the right new forms of
intolerance and anti liberal movements on the left and militant deeds and demands by islamic extremists the contributors to
this timely and necessary volume seek to better understand and effectively contend with today s antisemitism

this volume in the efl series aims at enabling a larger and more contextualised view on succession law by studying the issue of
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imperative inheritance law from five different perspectives legal anthropology legal history sociology of law law and economics
and comparative law all perspectives are introduced by eminent scholars
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